Introduced by Council Member Morgan:
ORDINANCE 2017-424
AN ORDINANCE Amending part 8 (public service grants), Chapter 118 (City Grants), SECTION 118.804 (PRIORITY POPULATIONS or needs) and Section  118.806 (APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS), Ordinance Code, to PROHIBIT CERTAIN COMMUNICATIONs DURING THE GRANT APPLICATION PERIOD; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1. 
Amending Part 8 (Public Service Grants), Chapter 118 (City Grants), Section 118.804 (Priority Populations or Needs) and Section 118.806 (Application Requirements), Ordinance Code. Part 8 (Public Service Grants), Chapter 118 (City Grants), Section 118.804 (Priority Populations or Needs) and Section 118.806 (Application Requirements), Ordinance Code, are hereby amended to read as follows:
CHAPTER 118. CITY GRANTS.
*  *  *
PART 8. Public service Grants.
*  *  *

Sec. 118.804. – Priority Populations or Needs.

*  *  *
(a)
Annual Recommendations.
*  *  *
The PSG Council's reasons for selecting Priority Populations or Priority Needs may include, but not be limited to, recommendations, studies and reports from JCCI, the Non-Profit Center, Jessie Ball dupont Fund, Community Foundation, United Way, Disabled Services Council, the Health Planning Council of Northeast Florida and other organizations regarding the Priority Populations or Needs. Organizations who provide recommendations regarding the Priority Populations or Priority Needs shall not be eligible to apply for Public Service Grants appropriated in the fiscal year in which the recommendations are given.
*  *  *

Sec. 118.806. - Application Requirements. 

*  *  *
(e)

Certain Communications Prohibited During the Application Scoring Period. During the Application Scoring Period, a requesting agency shall be prohibited from communicating with Public Service Grant Council members, the Grants Administrator, and other pertinent City employees regarding an application submitted by such agency pursuant to this Section.  For purposes of this Section, the “Application Scoring Period” shall mean the period each fiscal commencing on the day immediately following the Public Service Grant application deadline in Section 118.806 and ending on the day that the Grants Administrator has received the scoring for all eligible applications pursuant to Section 118.807. This prohibition also includes communications by a requesting agency with the City’s Office of General Counsel unless the Grants Administrator has authorized such communications in advance. This prohibition shall not apply to the following communications:

i. 
Communications to the Grants Administrator regarding matters of process or procedure contained in Chapter 118, Ordinance Code, including, but not limited to, the grant appeals procedure in Section 118.810;

ii. 
Communications during any publicly noticed meeting under Chapter 286, Florida Statutes, including, but not limited to, Public Service Grant Council meetings and subcommittee meetings; and

iii. 
Communications that are necessary and solely related to the ordinary course of business concerning a requesting agency’s existing Public Service Grant contract(s). 

(e)(f)
Disqualification; Notification. If a requesting agency's application fails to include the items and Section headings specified in Sections 118.806 (b)(1) through 118.806(b)(8)(i) and (ii) or fails to meet the format requirements of 118.806(c) above, such application shall not be considered and reviewed by the PSG Council. As long as an application contains the required Section headings in Sections 118.806(b)(3) through 118.806(b)(8)(i) and (ii) above, together with some information describing the same and is properly formatted, such application shall be deemed to have complied with the requirements of Sections 118.806(b)(3) through 118.806(b)(8)(i) and (ii). Failure by a requesting agency to provide adequate information under each required Section may result in a lower application score and ranking. 

*  *  *

Section 2.
 
Requesting one cycle emergency passage pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency.  One cycle emergency passage of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that the Application Scoring Period referenced in the new subsection 118.806(e) contained in this ordinance will begin on July 1, 2017 and the prohibitions on certain communications must be in effect prior to such date.  Additionally, the requesting agencies need guidance on the communications permitted by such agencies during the public service grant application period for Fiscal Year 2017-2018 and subsequent fiscal years.    

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:
__/s/ Lawsikia J. Hodges_____________________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Lawsikia J. Hodges 
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